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Theme 2 
 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to Marking Period 2. To begin this second quarter your child will 
continue to develop their Number Sense by examining place value of two 
digit numbers. Students will understand the value of digits in numbers 0-99, 
and be able to determine 10 more and 10 less than a number by examining 
place value (noticing that only the tens digit changes). 

Your child will continue to solve problems using strategies used in Theme 1. 
The problems that your child will be solving involve add to, take from, and 
comparing. The use of concrete materials is essential to be successful in 
problem solving. 

                                                              Thank you for your support,  

 

                                                              Your Child’s Grade 1 Teacher  
 

 

 

Grade 1 Parent Newsletter 
 

How can you help your 
child be successful in 

mathematics? 

 

Place Value Strategies 

❖ Understanding that the place of 
a digit determines its value. For 

example, students recognize that 
24 is different from 42 because 
the value of the digits.  

❖ Connect words to the written 
numeral. For example 3 tens and 
2 ones is written as 32.  

❖ Using a hundreds chart to 
determine the value of the two 
digit number.  

Problem Solving Strategies 

❖ Take away the question when 
solving the problem. Ask children 
to explain what is happening in 
the problem. What do they know 
and what do they think the 
question might be? 

❖ Using materials to model the 
problem will allow children to 
understand what is happening in 
the problems. 
 

Models Used 

❖  99 chart, 100 chart, 120 chart 

 

❖ Place value blocks 

 
 

❖ Part Part Whole Mat 

 

 

❖ Snap Cubes 

 
  

 
 

Essential Understandings: 

❖ Place Value of numbers up to 99 

❖ Teen numbers are a ten and some ones. For 

example 16 is 10+6 or 1 ten and 6 ones. 

❖ Two digit numbers are identified using place 

value understanding, for example 23 is 2 tens 

and 3 ones. 

❖ 10 more/10 less of a two digit number 

❖ Add to, take from, and comparison word 

problems (see below for additional information) 

 

Home Connections:   

Material: Deck of Cards and a coin 

❖ Place Value: Flip over two cards and create a two 

digit number.  Flip a coin to determine which 

place value will be examined. If a heads is flipped 

examine the tens place, and if a tails is flipped 

examine the ones place. For example, if a heads is 

flipped and the number is 65 child will say “my 

number has 6 tens. If a tails is flipped they will say 

“my number has 5 ones”. 

 

❖ 10 more/10 less: Flip over two cards and create a 

two digit number.  Flip a coin to determine if you 

are to find 10 more/10 less. If the coin lands on 

heads find 10 more, if it lands on tails find 10 less.  

 

❖ Comparison: Partners each flip one card over. 

Discuss which number is greater. Flip a coin to 

determine if you are to find a “more than” (heads) 

statement or “fewer than” (tails) statement.  For 

example, if 8 and 5 are the cards displayed and a 

heads is flipped the statement is 8 is 3 more than 5. 

If a tails is flipped the statement is 5 is 3 fewer than 

8. 

 

Website Recommendations: 

Greg Tang: Word Problems 

http://gregtangmath.com/wordproblems 

Greg Tang Funny Numbers 

http://gregtangmath.com/funnynumbers 

Place Value tools 

http://www.glencoe.com/sites/common_assets/m

athematics/ebook_assets/vmf/VMF-Interface.html  

 

Important: When identifying numbers be sure 

to use tens and ones. For example, when 

writing 32 be sure to say 3 tens and 2 ones, 

rather than a 3 and a 2.  

Solving comparison word problems is a 

challenging concept. Provide opportunities 

for your child to compare things they see in 

the real world. For example, in the grocery 

store ask how many more apples you bought 

than oranges. The more children are 

exposed to this concept the more they will 

begin to understand what the question is 

asking. 
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